
BABYLON

UNVEILING THE 

ONLINE – OFFLINE NEXUS IN SUPERDIVERSITY



BABYLON AND ITS PAST



SUPER-DIVERSITY

A TERM THAT WAS BORN WITHIN THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF 
TRANSNATIONALISM. DESPITE ITS CLEAR PERTINENCE TO THAT FIELD, 
IT IS IN 2009 THAT SOCIOLINGUISTICS HAS APPROACHED TO THIS 
TERM (BLOMMAERT & RAMPTON 2011), CALLING FOR A RE-SHAPING 
OF THE CONCEPTUAL AND METHODOLOGICAL APPARATA THAT HAD 
INSOFAR CHARACTERISED THE FIELD. 



BABYLON AND SUPERDIVERSITY



INFRASTRUCTURES OF GLOBALISATION

‘PARIS NORD AND «[T]HE WEST AFRICANS» […] REDEFINE A COMPLEX ECONOMIC, 
CULTURAL, SOCIAL AND LINGUISTIC ARRAY OF PROCESSES THAT CONVERGE UPON
THE STATION [A COMBINATORIAL SPACE OF POIETICAL PRAXIS: KA & MS, 2017]. 



INFRASTRUCTURES OF GLOBALISATION (2)

ACCUMULATED OVER THE LAST DECADES, THESE PROCESSES CARVE OUT A 
PLACE IN A MARGINALISING URBAN ENVIRONMENT, CREATING NOT A STATIC
CORNER OF ‘LITTLE AFRICA’ BUT A HUB THAT IS FULL OF POTENTIAL PRECISELY
BECAUSE OF THE MULTIPLE TRAJECTORIES OF GLOBALISATION-LED MOBILITY.  

(SEE ALSO KLEINMAN 2014:20)



EMERGENT KEY WORDS IN OUR WORK 



BABYLON AND THE ONLINE OFFLINE NEXUS



NEXUS

• JUST A LINKAGE? 

ACTUALLY, NO!

AS WE LEARN FROM BOURDIEU AND AGHA, WE CAN TALK OF ‘NEXUS CONCEPTS’ LIKE: 
HABITUS AND ENREGISTERMENT

THESE CONCEPTS ARE ‘NEXUS’ IN THAT THEY HELP US MOVING BEYOND THE MACRO-
MICRO DIVIDE LEADING US TO GAIN ANALYTIC INSIGHT OF ‘THE BIG IN THE 
(ETHNOGRAPHIC) SMALL’ 



ONLINE-OFFLINE NEXUS 

A TERM USED TO DESCRIBE THE FUSION OF ONLINE AND OFFLINE DIMENSIONS OF 
SOCIAL LIFE IN ACTUAL EVERYDAY (SOCIOLINGUISTIC AND SOCIO-SEMIOTIC) 
PRACTICES. 

THE TERM POINTS TO THE CURRENT STAGE OF GLOBALIZATION IN WHICH DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGIES HAVE ACQUIRED SUBSTANTIAL FUNCTIONS IN ORGANIZING 
EVERYDAY "OFFLINE" PRACTICES, TAKE THE CASE OF TEACHING.

https://www.diggitmagazine.com/node/3741


OFFLINE AND ONLINE DIMENSIONS OF LIFE HAVE BEEN 
THOROUGHLY INTEGRATED INTO ONE NOVEL AND 
COMPLEX NEXUS OF SOCIO-TECHNOLOGICAL MOBILITY 
(OR LACK THEREOF).



ONLINE IMMOBILITY OF OFFLINE SUBJECTS

ASYLUM SEEKING SEES AN OFFLINE REGISTER OF NAMING THINGS USED BY INDIVIDUAL
APPLICANTS IN ORDER TO PROVE THEIR IDENTITY.

ASYLUM SEEKING SEES AN OFFLINE INSTITUTION ASSESSING WHETHER THE NAMING OF THINGS
IS CORRECT.

ASYLUM SEEKING SEES OFFLINE INSTITUTIONS CALLING UPON ‘WEB-TRUTHS’ DISMISSING THE 
NAMING OF THINGS FROM THE SIDE OF THE APPLICANT WHO IS ACTUALLY ORIGINATING FROM 
THERE.  


