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Overview

http://www.wheb.ac.uk/en/university-news/

• The status of Welsh in 
Wales.

• Implications for Higher 
Education.

• The role of the Coleg 
Cymraeg Cenedlaethol.

• Challenges and 
Opportunities.



Language Revitalisation and 
Devolution

• Campaigning from grassroots pressure groups 
throughout the 20th Century (e.g. Cymdeithas
yr Iaith Gymraeg).

• Increase in Welsh provision in law, civil life, 
and media.

• Creation of ‘new speakers’ through Welsh-
medium and bilingual schools.

• ‘Language revitalisation measures and the 
devolution process have opened up new 
spaces and created new resources with which 
to construct a bilingual society’ (Williams 
2008: 279).



Welsh Sociolinguistics

• Decrease in Welsh speakers from 20.8% (2001) 
to 19% (2011), i.e. from 582,000 in 2001 to 
562,000 in 2011.

• The sharpest decreases have been in 
traditionally Welsh-speaking areas, where 
Welsh is/has been a ‘community’ language.

• Daily use of Welsh, particularly after leaving 
education (around 11%, Welsh Government 
2012, see also Jones 2012).



Current Language Policy

• Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011
– Official status
– Welsh Language Commissioner
– Welsh Language Standards

• Cymraeg 2050: A Million Welsh Speakers 
(2017)
– Number of speakers
– Use of Welsh
– Infrastructure



Welsh Language Standards

http://www.comisiynyddygymraeg.cymru/English/Language%2
0duties/Pages/What-are-standards.aspx

http://www.comisiynyddygymraeg.cymru/English/Language%20duties/Pages/What-are-standards.aspx


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/90/pdfs/wsi_20170090_mi.pdf

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/90/pdfs/wsi_20170090_mi.pdf


Standards and the University



Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol

• Development of Welsh-medium and bilingual training 
in the post-compulsory sector.



Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol

• Around 1000 courses 
available in Welsh 
across 26 subjects.

• 635 staff members 
teaching in Welsh.

• Around 7,700 students 
studying in Welsh (from 
5 credits to 120 credits).



Challenges and Opportunities

• Funding and numbers.
• Take-up of Welsh e-services (cf. Evas & Cunliffe 

2016).
• Recruiting a Welsh-speaking workforce.
• Challenging negative ideologies.
• Creating inclusive learning spaces for all 

speakers of Welsh.
• Encouraging engagement among those who do 

not (yet) speak Welsh.



Challenges & Opportunities

• Presenting an ‘Active Offer’ with innovative 
content.

• Normalising the use of Welsh in Higher 
Education.

• Promoting ‘flexible bilingualism’.
• Developing bilinguals’ skills regardless of 

linguistic background.
• Using Welsh as a tool for inclusive learning.



Diolch yn fawr!

Morrisj17@caerdydd.ac.uk



Welsh speakers in Higher Education

All 
All Fluent Welsh 

speaker 
Welsh speaker not 
fluent 

Not a Welsh 
speaker 

Unknown 

All Welsh HEIs 9945 9925 44935 4895 69700
All Welsh HEIs Bangor University 1540 400 1960 * 3905

Glyndwr University 360 755 2655 75 3845
Aberystwyth University 685 475 1440 115 2715
University of Wales Trinity Saint 
David (1)

1030 1185 4770 290 7275

Swansea University 1605 1510 6180 * 9300

University of South Wales (2) 1390 1960 11810 170 15330
Cardiff University (3) 1675 1630 7565 75 10945

Cardiff Metropolitan University (4) 825 815 4275 155 6065

Open University 455 815 3370 3990 8625
Grwp Llandrillo Menai 355 335 680 20 1395
NPTC Group 15 30 115 * 160
Gower College Swansea 10 10 110 * 130


