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Available in these languages: 

Блгарски/Bulgarian • català • Deutsch • ελληνικά/Greek • eesti 
keel/Estonian • English • español • euskara / Basque • français • frysk / 
Frisian • galego / Galician • hrvatski/Croatian • íslenska/Icelandic • 
italiano • latviešu/Latvian • lietuvių / Lithuanian • magyar 
nyelv/Hungarian • nederlands / Dutch • polski • português • 
slovenščina • svenska / Swedish • Türkçe / Turkish • українська мова 
/ Ukrainian.













Importance for the ECSPM



• The ECSPM to fight against a suboptimal 
development: Exclusive use of English in 
teaching, research, academic publishing, and 
networking: a growing concern

• Declaration crucial for ECSPM to effectively 
promote linguistic and cultural diversity in Higher 
Education Institutions → to take action 

Importance for the ECSPM 



• Declaration to encourage the use of several 
languages in addition to official language(s) of 
Higher Education Institutions

• Defend the ‘rights’ of other languages, big or 
small, to exist besides English

Importance for the ECSPM 



• Recognising the importance of awareness-raising 
among university authorities, by those 
responsible for language policies, and other 
decision-makers

• There is more to internationalisation than just 
English 

Importance for the ECSPM 



• Highlighting the significance of language 
proficiency, epistemological literacy, and the use 
of different languages in academic contexts

• Publishing in other language should also lead to a 
high impact

Importance for the ECSPM 



• Specific recommendations made for policy 
makers, organizations, universities, research 
institutions, funders, and researchers

• These are the important agents to be convinced

Importance for the ECSPM 



• Providing practical opportunities for different 
languages to be the medium of instruction – in 
most every lecture hall and classroom 

• Encouraging the visibility and recognition of 
‘unseen’ languages in all educational institutions 
(French, German???)

Importance for the ECSPM 



• Following the ECSPM’s mission means to 
advocate for epistemological proficiency of 
instructors and to support the integration of 
international students

Importance for the ECSPM 



• Investing in language technology tools and 
empowering research groups to decide on 
language(s) used on different occasions

Importance for the ECSPM 



• The ECSPM Declaration for Multilingualism in 
Higher Education – vital for promoting linguistic 
and cultural diversity and contributing to policy 
development.

Importance for the ECSPM 



Personal Standpoint
(as a linguist, foreign language methodologist and 
president of a not-too-different, but much smaller 
institution, the Language Council of Saarland)



• Strongly support the ECSPM Declaration

• Appreciate effort to promote multilingualism and 
recognition of linguistic diversity

• Agree with the need for explicit institutional 
language policies

Personal Standpoint



• Concerned about the feasibility of mandating 
multilingualism in all areas of higher education

• Educational institutions and language teachers 
should regard the Declaration as an opportunity –
a huge chance to make multilingualism happen –
not a 'must' or moral obligation

Personal Standpoint



• Declaration – definitely a step in the right 
direction

• The potential challenges associated with 
multilingualism need to be addressed

Personal Standpoint



Support the Declaration and hope 
for a large number of signatories

Personal Standpoint



Further Steps to Take



• The ECSPM has recognized the need to address 
multilingualism in higher education institutions 
across Europe → ensuring internationalization

Further Steps to Take



• Launching an online petition to campaign for the 
legitimization of multilingualism through explicit 
institutional language policies → necessary step 
towards the road to success

Further Steps to Take



• Petition to be addressed to key organizations and 
institutions:

Further Steps to Take

o the Education Department of the Council of Europe

o the Higher Education Unit of the European Commission 

o the European University Association  

o Higher education institutions across Europe



• Aim of the petition:

Further Steps to Take

Generate awareness and mobilize support for 
explicit language policies that promote and 
facilitate the use of multiple languages in teaching 
and learning, research and publishing, governance, 
and communication



Further Steps to Take

Such policies are essential for promoting linguistic 
diversity, cultural exchange, and knowledge 
transfer, and for preparing students for a 
globalized world



Further Steps to Take

The ECSPM is committed to taking concrete steps to 
promote multilingualism in higher education 
institutions across Europe.

The launch of this petition is an important part of this 
effort.



The ECSPM hopes to generate broad support for 
its campaign from individuals, organizations, and 
institutions across Europe

Further Steps to Take



Short Discussion:

Any suggestions or amendments?

Practical strategies to promote the Declaration 
and make as many Higher Education Institutions 
sign it as possible?

Further Steps to Take
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