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Questions

How to challenge neo-liberal, nationalist, 
assimilatory, ableist ideas of language/literacy, 
education, and migration 

-> forging exclusionary processes and 
“institutional walls” – the blocking of the migrant 
body that does not “fit in” (Ahmed 2000, 2014)

and how education can orient towards more 
epistemically just practices?



Research projects

Language Education for Adults: 

Visual Resources in Language Teaching for 
Adults (Swedish Institute for Educational Research, 
2022-2024);
Reinterrogating Language Education in 
Adulthood (Swedish Research Council, 2024-2027) 

Reception Classes for Newly 
Arrived Migrant Students: 

Critical Multilingual Language Awareness
among migrant adolescents (Cambridge-
Stockholm Collaborative Research Grants Scheme, 
2020-2022);
Languages in Language Introduction 
Programs (The Area of Human Science, Stockholm 
University, 2022-2023)



Mobilizing educators

• Adult Education/
Accommodated Adult Education

• Reception Classes:
– Multilingual Study Mentors (Secondary level)
– Language teachers – Swedish and English 

(Upper secondary level)

Ways of…
communicating?
knowing?
adapting?



In sum

• The importance of mobilizing educators for critical
reflections

• Embracing ambivalence and multiple voices

• The art of a small-steps-approach (Hedman & Fisher
2025)

• Mobilizing educators may not necessarily be warranted
only if immediate solutions to structural problems can be
presented,

– but is important for identifying a problem and the
consequences of a problem, and for

– enabling the foregrounding of scenarios of possibility
(Hedman & Fisher, 2024; see also Heath, 2000)
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