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Stroud’s conception of Linguistic Citizenship:
• sees all sorts of linguistic practices as potentially relevant to social and economic 

well-being, including mixed and low-status ones 
• says you can’t predict any of this from the centre
• puts democratic participation first and emphasises ‘voice’ rather than just 

language
• stresses the importance of grassroots activity on the ground, often on the 

margins of state control, outside formal institutions
• argues that an enhanced understanding of language-in-society should be central 

to emancipatory politics. 

His criticisms of language rights centred on the state:
• they promote an arbitrary & essentialist view language & ethnicity, and create 

artificial boundaries between ways of speaking that are actually often 
continuous, mixed and hybrid

• they marginalise non-standard speakers, creating new socio-linguistic 
inequalities

• they appeal to a top-down and managerial politics, presuppose membership of 
a single state and neglects population mobility

Stroud, C. (2001) African mother-tongue programmes and the politics of language: Linguistic Citizenship versus Linguistic Human Rights. 
Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development. 22/4:339-355
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Linguistic citizenship’s links to northern slx
LC: “comprehensive political stance on language” (Stroud 2008:45)

Hymes: the careful comparative study of communication ultimately 
serves the higher ethical goals of Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité
because it “prepares sociolinguists to speak concretely to actual 
inequalities” (1977:204-6).

LC: “Language rights centred on the state promote an 
arbitrary & essentialist view of language”(Stroud 2001)

Sociolinguistics, applied linguistics & linguistic anthropology:
• named languages are cultural constructs, not natural phenomena
• named languages are a shallow & restrictive representation of 

effective communication which also involves:
– visual and bodily signs, the specifics of genre, participants’ background 

knowledge, their expectations of each other etc
– linguistic forms tied to a plurality of groups and situations, not just national 

ones 
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Modules in BA and MA programmes

"Service Learning is 
an educational 
approach where a 
student learns 
theories in the 
classroom and at the 
same time volunteers 
with an agency 
(usually a non-profit 
or social service 
group) and engages 
in reflection activities 
to deepen their 
understanding of 
what is being taught”
https://www.elmhurst.edu/blog/what
-is-service-learning/

https://www.elmhurst.edu/blog/what-is-service-learning/
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(www.kcl.ac.uk/held)

Guiding ideas:
1. shared language is vital to social life but linguistic 

diversity is also central, and both can be enhanced by 
education; 

2. local conditions and participant perspectives really matter, 
and can’t be taken for granted; 

3. theories and research can be powerful tools, helping 
people to think differently
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Teacher training

The only PGCE on adult literacy 
and ESOL in Further Education
isn’t currently running

Short courses in 
the non-profit sector



7

Partnerships between universities and non-profit organisations?
“Third sector organisations can provide a rich interface between practice and theory and provide 
valuable opportunities for academics to get in-depth, authentic exposure to their field of interest. 
University partnership adds credibility/kudos, plus rigour to research/evaluation”  (3rd sector participant at 
HELD seminar 24/2/21), but

Challenges:
• collaboration not a core commitment for either partner
• collaboration with TSOs not well-recognised in academic promotion paths, and no workload 

recognition 
• cultural differences (“the journal articles which are the main currency of the academic world are rarely of any salience 

to third sector bodies” - 3rd sector participant)

• different organisational timescales, setting up tensions re e.g. funding applications (“academic projects 
tend to move much more slowly, and with a lot of hurdles to be jumped internally” - 3rd sector participant)

Steps to pursue locally within universities:
• make collaboration with the non-profit sector a departmental commitment, so that it’s a standing 

item on agendas, needs succession planning etc 
• support long term cross-sectoral relationships that don’t depend on project funding and can be 

sustained with small-scale activities in grant-free periods
• build alliances with colleagues that thematise both the benefits and challenges of collaboration at 

staff forums, awaydays etc 
• give value in sites of staff assessment to activities like serving as a third sector trustee, occasional 

consultancies etc

Rampton, B. & M. Cooke 2021.  Collaboration between universities and third sector organisations in language education.  
Working Papers in Urban Language & Literacies 281. At www.wpull.org

https://wpull.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/WP281_Rampton_and_Cooke_2021_Collaborati.pdf
http://www.wpull.org/
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University resources supporting a programme 
oriented to Linguistic Citizenship

1.Sociolinguistic research literature
2.BA & MA courses
3.Teacher education
4.Specialised centre
5.Partnerships with NGOs
6.A national platform



10

University resources supporting a programme 
oriented to Linguistic Citizenship

1. Sociolinguistic research literature
2. BA & MA courses
3. Teacher education
4. Specialised centre
5. Partnerships with NGOs
6. A national platform
7. Working papers

+ free rooms for events 
some release from teaching

a small grant of about £10k from our department
………………

…………………….. 
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